
Dear Parent or Godparent, 

 
May God’s gracious love for you and for the  
child  you bring to baptism guide, sustain, and  bless you. 
 
You are embarking on a journey of faith, responsible 
not only for your own spiritual wellbeing, but for your  
child’s or godchild’s spiritual nurture now as well. This  
journal is designed to help you prepare for the baptism — 
and  beyond. Part of the preparation is self-examination, a 
chance to think about your own religious background , your  
spiritual journey, your current beliefs, dreams, hopes and  
fears. Another part of the preparation focuses specifically 
on the child . 
The final part of the journal looks beyond baptism, asking  
you to consider ways of helping your child  or godchild  live 
into the baptismal vows you will make on his or her behalf. 
You may be asked to look at certain parts of the journal 
before meeting with the clergy or layperson who will over-
see the final preparation and/ or follow -up for the sacra-
ment of Holy Baptism. Read  through the passages and 
questions, even if you don’t have time to answer them all. It 
may be that you will feel called  to respond  in depth —or it 
may be that you will come back and answer some questions 
six months or even a year later. 
 
If this is the second or more time you have brought a  
child  to be baptized , you may find  that you are called  to 
d ifferent questions, and  that your answers change as the 
family grows or the number of godchildren increases. Trust 
the Holy Spirit to guide you in your interaction with this 
journal. 
Take seriously the vows you will make, and  be intentional 
in honoring them through involving your child  or godchild  
in a life of prayer and communal worship. One of the gifts  
of baptism is that it brings the child  into the wider church  
family. Never feel that you are in the business of parenting 
or godparenting alone. 
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Use this journal as a way of acknowledging and deepening  
your own spirituality, and  as a resource for helping your  

child  or godchild  develop a deeply grounded spiritual life as a  
beloved child  of God. 

 
O God, you have taught us through your blessed Son that whoever 
receives a little child in the name of Christ receives Christ himself:                              
We give you thanks for the blessing you have bestowed upon this 

family in giving them a child. Confirm their joy by a lively sense of 
your presence with them, and give them calm strength and patient  
wisdom as they seek to bring this child to love all that is true and 

noble, just and pure, lovable and gracious, excellent and admirable, 
following the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

( The Book of Common Prayer, p. 443 ) 
 
 

Mary Lee Wile 
August 15, 2002 



Pastoral Introduction  
to Baptism from Common Worship:  
Services and Prayer for the Church  
of England 
 

 
 
 
Baptism marks the beginning of a journey with 
God which continues for the rest of our lives, the 
first step  in response to God 's love. For all in-
volved , particularly the candidates but also parents, 
godparents and     sponsors, it is a joyful moment when we rejoice in what God 
has done for us in Christ, making serious promises and declaring the faith. The 
wider community of the local church and friends welcome the new Christian, 
promising support and  prayer for the fu ture. Hearing and doing these things 
provides an opportunity to  remember our own baptism and reflect on the pro-
gress made on that journey, which is now to be shared  with this new member 
of the Church. Baptism marks the beginning of a journey with God which con-
tinues for the rest of our lives, the first step in response to God 's love. For all 
involved, particu larly the candidates but also parents, godparents and  spon-
sors, it is a joyful moment when we rejoice in what God has done for us in 
Christ, making serious promises and declaring the faith. The wider community 
of the local church and friends welcome the new Christian,  promising support 
and  prayer for the fu ture. Hearing and doing these things      provides an op-
portunity to remember our own baptism and  reflect on the progress made on 
that journey, which is now to be shared  with this new member of the Church.
   
    
The service paints many vivid  pictures of what happens on the Christian way. 
There is the sign of the cross, the badge of faith in the Christian journey, which      
reminds us of Christ's death for us. Our 'd rowning' in the water of baptism, 
where we believe we die to sin and are raised  to new life, unites us to Christ's 
dying and  rising, a picture that can be brought home vivid ly by the way the 
baptism is          administered . Water is also a sign of new life, as we are born 
again by water and  the Spirit. This reminds us of Jesus' baptism. And as a sign 
of that new life, there may be a lighted  candle, a picture of the light of Christ 
conquering the darkness of evil. Everyone who is baptized  walks in that light 
for the rest of their lives. The service paints many vivid  pictures of what hap-
pens on the   Christian way. There is the sign of the cross, the badge of faith in 
the Christian journey, which reminds us of Christ's death for us. Our 
'd rowning' in the water of baptism, where we believe we die to sin and are 
raised  to new life, unites us to Christ's dying and rising, a picture that can be 
brought home vivid ly by the way the baptism is administered .     

  



Water is also a sign of new life, as we are born again by water and  the Spirit. 
This reminds us of   Jesus' baptism. And  as a sign of that new life, there may 
be a lighted  cand le, a picture of the light of Christ conquering the darkness of 
evil. Everyone who is baptized  walks in that light for the rest of their lives.  
As you pray for the candidates, p icture them with yourself and  the whole 
Church  throughout the ages, journeying into the fullness of God 's love. As 
you pray for the candidates,   p icture them with yourself and  the whole 
Church throughout the ages, journeying into the fullness of God 's love. 
    

  Jesus said, 'I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.' Jesus said, 'I 

came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.' 

                                                                                                                              John 10.10 
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Prologue A: Choosing Godparents 
 
As a parent, you have the awesome responsibility of selecting those who will 
be an integral part of your child’s spiritual growth. In years past, godparents 
were also expected  to become the primary care-taker of a godchild  whose  
parents d ied  or became incapacitated; although this custodial aspect is no 
longer an assumed part of godparenting, the trad ition serves to ind icate the 
importance of choosing people you can trust with your child’s immortal soul.  
 
Choose prayerfully. 
 
The Rev. Paige Blair, rector of St George’s in York Harbor, Maine offers the 
following guidelines: choose persons of integrity who experience God within 
a Christian community and  who ask the questions, “Who is God, who is 
Christ in my life?’ In other words, choose people who are committed ,      
Christians, people who are not afraid  to ask questions, whose faith is living 
and active. 
 
Blair says that over the past 10 years, parents have asked if Jewish or Muslim 
friends caould  serve as godparents, and  she has gently pointed  out that asking 
them to commit to the Baptismal Covenat on behalf of the child  would  be ask-
ing them to d ishonor their own faith commitments. We need to respect our 
friends’ religious integrity. Ask them, Blair says, to be spiritual mentors and 
friends , but not godparents. 
 
That doesn’t, however mean that all godparents need  to be alike. Just as fami-
lies come in d iverse configurations, so do godparents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christ’s Own Forever                                                                 Journal 7 



Brother Eldridge Pendleton of the Society of St. John the Evangelist 
is a godparent 6 times over. As a celibate monk, being a God  
 father is immensely gratifying: "it gives the child less children. It's 
really important for those who, for whatever reason, don't have  
children." In other words, you needn't choose people who are 
"parents" to be your child 's godparents. It's far more important to 
choose someone with whom your child  will feel safe and   
Comfortable sharing faith issues and struggles as the years go by. 
 
Choose people you respect, people you want in relationship  with 
your child . What you ask of godparents is both an honor and a       
responsibility. Baptism is a social occasion, yes, a public welcoming 
of people into the family of the Church, but it is far more: it is a 
deeply holy time during which you and  the godparents will make 
solemn vows on behalf of your child . 
 
Once you have carefully, prayerfully chosen godparents for your 
child , and  they had  said  yes, thank them. 
 
And over the months and  years ahead, keep  them involved in your 
child 's life. They are intimately and forever a part of your extended 
family. 
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Prologue B: Being a Godparent 

Before standing up there in front of God and everybody and taking solemn          
baptismal vows on behalf of this child , ask yourself: "Am I sure I want to do this?" 
 

You have been deeply honored by being asked to enter into this relationship; you 
will be entrusted  with the care and nurture of a human soul; you will promise to be 
responsible for seeing that child . "Is brought up  in the Christian faith and life." 
 

Being a godparent is a lifelong commitment; it doesn't end with confirmation. You 
can't "d ivorce" your godchild . When my own Godmother d ied  several years ago, she 
even bequeathed me some of her books. Our relationship  
transcended death. 
 

Br. Eldridge Pendleton delights in the role. "It's such a privilege," he says. "As a  
godparent, I just feel so connected  to those people." 
 

The Rev. Daniel Warren, rector of St. Pauls in Brunswick, Maine talks of special    
nature of the relationship between godparent in godchild , because godparents, 
"don't keep score for grade their godchildren;" there can be an ease between them. 
That is rare in our commit competitive culture. Besides being a  
responsibility, God parenting can also be a joy. 
 
If you can, after prayerful consideration, say yes to being a godparent, honor your 
commitment by going thoughtfully through this journal and by attending the      
preparatory sessions along with the parent(s) and child . Spend time familiarizing 
yourself with the baptismal service itself. Hold  the child  and talk or read; let the 
child  hear your voice. 
 
Once the service is over, your new life as a godparent really begins. Stay in close 
touch with the child 's family. If you live at a d istance, send email, or  
letters. On the anniversary of the baptism, send a card  to the child . If you live close 
enough, help plan a celebration for the anniversary – year by year by year. As years 
pass, d irect those emails and letters to the child  rather than the parent(s). Let your 
godchild  know you: invite the child  into your sp iritual life; share your ideas;        
converse about God. If you can afford  to do so, send a gift on each anniversary of 
baptism. Br. Eld ridge says, "it's so much fun picking out books each year" for his    
d iverse godchild ren, and I will suggest later in the Journal that books with stories 
from Scripture make particularly appropriate presence from godparents. Elaine 
Ramshaw's the godparent book offers a wide selection of activities and ideas for   
living into your new role. 
 
The best gift you can give your godchild , however, the gift of your own life  
experiences as a struggling Christian. Be available as your godchild  grows;  
remain part of the extended family that surrounds the child .  
 
And know, that you, too, remain forever a beloved child  of God. 
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In saying yes to baptism, just what is it that you have undertaken on behalf of 
your child? What is Holy Baptism? If you look at page 298 in "The Book of 
Common Prayer", the official rubrics tell us that "holy baptism is full initiation 
by water and  the Holy Spirit into Christ's body, the church. The bond which 
God establishes in baptism is iind issoluble." What that means is that through 
baptism, your child  becomes part of an extended family of fellow – Christians; 
your child  enters a covenanted  relationship  with God. 
 
People used  to fear that the unbaptized  remained  exiled  from God, and could  
never attain salvation; more recent readings of Scriptures recognized  that God 's 
love extends to all people. Baptism doesn't make God love you or your child  
more; what it does is to name and  sanctify the relationship  between God and 
the one being baptized ." What God does in Holy Baptism is nothing less than to 
adopt a human being forever His own child ," asserts the Rev. Dr. Carol Simcox, 
past rector of St. Thomas in New York City. 
 
A friend  asking me, when our firstborn children were about six months old , 
"Do you think will spend as much time with the second one's, just watching 
them sleep?" (Yes, we did ....) Spend some time just hold ing and looking at your 
child , thinking, and  perhaps even saying loud, "You are a beloved  child  of 
God." (If you are to be the child 's godparent, this is equally important – as a 
practical matter of having the child  become accustomed to your voice and your 
presence before the actual service, and  as a spiritual matter of acknowledging 
your prayerful connection to the child .) Then spend some time thinking and 
writing about the hopes and  dreams you have for this child , and  how you see 
baptism being part of those dreams. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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When the one baptizing plunges his or her hand into the font, breaking the  
water. This is the necessary preliminary action for the rebirth of baptism. 
 
Take some time to recall your child 's actual moment of birth, or for adoptive 
parents or for godparents, the first moment you how the child  in your arms. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Besides water baptism, your child  will also experience consignation: the priest 
will make the sign of the cross on your child 's forehead (often using holy oil), 
again calling the child  by name and saying, " you are sealed  by the Holy Spirit 
in baptism and marked as Christ's own forever." 
 
As theology professor Ellen Charry explains, "what happens is that they are 
grafted  into the d ivine life, sanctified  by being Christmated  - signed with  
oil - by the Holy Spirit and  marked as Christ's own forever." This action  
provides your child  a new identity, as with the wax of a signet ring or even the 
branding of cattle, a permanent mark of ownership: your child  will enter  
forever the extended Christian family. Your child  will belong to Christ. 
 
This doesn't mean, however, that the beloved  individuality of the child  is sub-
sumed: it is enhance by being part of this lively, loving, d iverse, and  conten-
tious family: "it is important to say that the human spirit is awakened by the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, but never overwhelmed or extinguished," writes 
Marianne Micks in Deep Waters. 
 
What individual and  unique traits do you already see emerge in this child? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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In John's Gospel, the evangelist uses the word  "paraclete" for the Holy Spirit, 
which Micks translates as "one called  alongside," the one who will with this 
child  always has continued , and  intercessor, support, or counselor." Think of 
the comfort in that reality: ceiling with the Holy Spirit isn't over promise that 
this child  will never be alone, but will forever be companions by God 's Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Name sometimes in your own life when you have felt isolated  and alone, and  
then note what happened to get you through those times. In retrospect, can 
you recognize God 's companionship in any of your examples? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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"To be called  of God takes time, and  to answer takes even more time," writes 
Sam Portaro in Crossing the Jordan. You don't have to do this all at once, just 
day by day by day by day. 
 
I once heard  of a monk who looked himself in the mirror every morning and 
said , "I will begin again today to be a Christian." Each day is a good  day to be-
gin. 
 
Promises: Promises We Make to Our Children  
"the child  in baptism begins his Christian life as one who must live by the faith 
and love of others," says Carol Simcox. You, as parent or grandparent, are 
among the most significant "others" in this child 's life and  faith. What you do, 
or don't do, matters. Are there specific (either overt or implicit) promises that 
you have already made to this child  yourself, your spouse, your partner, a 
friend , or God , that are connected  with the child 's physical well-being? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you already also made promises that concern your child 's or godchild 's 
spiritual well-being? (You will do so at baptism, remember.) 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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In our secular culture, a question that you are likely to encounter from friends 
or family, not connected  with the church is why you are offering your child  for 
adoption by God  into the Christian family. Why does it matter that you raise 
this child  to know and  love God? Ellen Charry answers by saying that 
"knowing and loving God  is the mechanism of choice for forming excellence of 
character and  promoting genuine happiness." In other words, knowing and 
loving God is good for us; it makes us better, stronger people – and  it makes 
people genuinely happy. Prayers from the baptismal service acknowledge this: 
"Give (this child) and  inquiring and d iscerning heart, a spirit to know into love 
you, and  the gift of joy and wonder in all your works." 
 
By saying yes to baptism for your child  or godchild , you offer life and  hope 
and courage, and  joy. And you promise to help along the way. 
 
Read the actual promises you will make at baptism on your child 's behalf (see 
pages 301-303 in The Book of Common Prayer). You will begin by agreeing, 
with God 's help, to bring up the child . "In the Christian faith and  life.... By your 
prayers and witness (to) help this child  grow into the full stature of Christ." 
And in order to do so, you 've been will make a series of promises. 
 
Spend some time pondering these promises. Consider what it means, for ex-
ample, to "renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness.... the evil 
powers of this world ..... all sinful desires....." When you think of wickedness 
and Satan, what memories or images come to mind? And what does it feel like 
to imagine renouncing them on behalf of this child? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
After the renunciations, you will then respond , "I do" when asked if you will 
promise to "turn to Jesus Christ.... put your whole trust in his grace and love.... 
follow and obey him as your Lord ." How do those promises resonate with 
you? What does it mean to you to turn to Christ, to trust and  follow him? Is 
turning to Christ, trusting and following him, already a familiar response for 
you, or will learning to do so feel new? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Some of these promises and  the house may feel harder than others. To whom 
will you turn for help in keeping them?(It's good to have ideas ahead of time: 
hard  times or confusing times or dark times always come, times when we need 
help.) (Yes, God will be there, too, but remember that God often works through 
the hands and  hearts of others.)  
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
By opening your family or your heart to this child , you implicitly promised  
love. By bringing this child  to baptism, you promise a life of faith. Salvadoran 
Archbishop Oscar Romero said  that "Faith is what a child  has when it's father 
puts out his hands and says, "Jump!" and  the child  leaps into space with the  
assurance that it's father's hands won't let it fall...."Romero offers hope to those 
who "even in the darkest time "keep their faith and  find  assurance in Christ's 
loving embrace. On the other hand, "those who won't leap  into Christ's arms 
because they are more anchored  to their earthly things, those who don't trust in 
God, those who don't believe that God  goes with our history and is going to 
save us' are at the mercy of contemporary culture and its violence, greed , and  
underlying despair. 
 
Popular culture, Charry says, "plays on cynicism, despair, and  d istrust." Taylor 
warns that slick advertisements 'appeal to the same part of us, the hunger to be 
safe, to be happy, to be loved, that holy images do, and  in many ways the  
ongoing struggle of faith is the struggle to choose between those that have the 
power to save us and those that do not." As parent or godparent, your implied  
promise is to help this child  locate love and security and happiness in the inti-
macy of family and in the wider embrace of the Church. The glittering material 
world  sings its siren songs even to the very young. Sing lullabies, say daily 
prayers, read  good books aloud, take the child  to church and out into the world  
of nature. Lay down patterns of words and sounds, and  ideas that will provide 
safe harbor for the child  during times of trial and  temptation. 
 
What are some of your own early memories of prayers or songs or books or na-
ture?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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What are some of your early memories of advertisements and  other secular mes-
sages?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Rev. Vicki Sirota, who serves Holy Nativity Church in inner -city Baltimore, 
talks earnestly about the importance of having children memorize passages of 
Scripture, prayers, and  hymns as antidotes to the dangers, violent culture that 
surrounds them. 
 
What do you want to be sure your child  or godchild  hear's and  knows? From 
what would  you like to protect this child? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The daughter of a dear friend  grew up listening to her mother's daily recitation 
of Evening Prayer, and  one evening as she looked  out the window at a Golden, 
Colorado sunset, she exclaimed, "O gracious light!" For two-year-old  Rachel, 
what she saw was more than just a pretty sky; her sensibilities, had  been in-
formed by her mother's daily reading of the Evening Prayer service fromThe 
Book of Common Prayer, and  what Rachel saw was God 's gracious hand  at 
work. 
 
The Rev. page Blair insists, "There is no such thing as an atheist. You will have a 
God. It's how human beings are made. It may be God Almighty, or it may be a 
God of your own choosing and making, but it will exercise the same control." 
One of Bob Dylan songs reminds us of the same thing: "It may be the devil, or it 
may be the Lord , what you 're going to have to serve somebody." 
 
What have been the "gods" you 've served  over the years? Where has God fit in? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Always keep in mind that what we are doing by arranging your child 's bap-
tism is offering this child  the best life you can. Through your promise to "be re-
sponsible for seeing that the child  you present is brought up  in the Christian 
faith and life," you place your child  in the loving service of Christ. 
 
The "Collect for Peace" for Morning Prayer which I recite on my way to school 
each day, says, "to know you is eternal life, and  to serve you is perfect free-
dom." Americans are taught to be autonomous, independent, and  self-serving, 
and  yet the counter – cultural Christian message is that life and  joy and even 
freedom lie instead  in the life of faithful service to God.  
When you think of the word  "freedom," what comes to mind?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
When you pair the word  "freedom" with your child  or godchild , what ideas are 
dreams or fears come to mind?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are there other promises, spiritual or physical or emotional, that you have 
made or intend to make to your child  or godchild?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Promises: God 's Promises to Us and to Our Children  
"What is the most important spiritual gift that we can pass on to our children?" 
Ask Ellen and  Dana Charry. "They need  the power of God, the armor of Christ, 
and  the knowledge that their bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit." They need  
to know that they are firmly and forever marked and sealed  as Christ's own. 
They need  to know that God 's promise holds. 
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Presid ing Bishop Frank Griswold  writes that growing into baptism "shows 
forth God 's yearning for our good, and  our flourishing, which lies at the heart 
of what we call God 's will." Charry echoes this by insisting that "God is com-
mitted  to human flourishing." Both emphasize that baptism includes not only 
our promises to God, but God 's promises to us, God 's desire that we flourish. 
 
Perhaps the most beloved verse in the New Testament is John 13:16, which be-
gins," God  so loved the world ...." God 's promises to love us. 
 
"To believe in Jesus, is to believe that Jesus is the son of God , and  that God 
loved the world  so much that God gave the Son as a gift. The God  revealed  in 
Jesus is a God whose love knows no bounds and  who asks only that one re-
ceive the gift," writes Prof. Gail O'Day in the New Interpreters Bible. 
 
What are times throughout your life when you have felt most deeply loved? 
What are the specific circumstances that allowed you to receive that love?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Request for Baptism of Children 
 
Family surname__________________________ Phone _______________________  
 
Street Address__________________________________ City____________________ 
 
Name(s) To be given to the child_________________________________________ 
 
Birth date of Child_____ (Day)___________________ (Month)____________ (Year) 
 
Place of Birth___________________________________________________________ 
 
Father’s Christian Name(s) ______________________________________________ 
 
Father’s Occupation/ Profession__________________________________________ 
 
Father is Baptized—Yes/ No     Confirmed—Yes/ No     Anglican—Yes/ No 
 
Mother’s Christian Name(s)______________________________________________ 
 
Mother’s Maiden Name_________________________________________________ 
 
Mother’s Occupation/ Profession_________________________________________ 
 
Mother is Baptized—Yes/ No     Confirmed—Yes/ No     Anglican—Yes/ No 
 
     Godparents—”The Sponsors shall be Baptized persons able to make the promises re-

quired .” (B.C.P pg 522) 
 
     Full Names                      Address                       Church Attended     Baptized  
 
1. _______________________________________________________   Yes/ No 
 
2. _______________________________________________________   Yes/ No 
 
3. _______________________________________________________   Yes/ No 
 
Request for Baptism by Parents 
As Christians, we agree with and support what the church proclaims Baptism to mean and 
we desire to bring our child  to this Holy Sacrament, so that we may bring him/ her up in 
the Christian faith as a loyal committed member of our Church. We will co-operate fu lly 
with our Parish Church towards this end, and do all we can to foster his/ her faith by our 
example and prayers. 
 
 
Father’s Signature________________________________________ 
 
Mother’s Signature_______________________________________ 
 
Note: This form, duly completed , should  be returned to the Incumbent as soon as possible. 


